
STUDY GUIDE January 3, 2021

Day One : Jesus is The Light 
John 11:7-10 “Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples 
said to Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going there again?” Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of this world. But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the 
light is not in him.” 
COMMENTARY: Jesus could have raised Lazarus from a distance. Because of the opposition from 
the religious leaders, Judea was a dangerous place for Jesus. Nevertheless, Jesus was willing to 
go to Judea again – despite the warnings from His disciples. Jesus’ disciples were shocked that He 
would return to the region of Judea when He was a wanted man there. Jesus responded with by 
saying that He still had work to do. The twelve hours were a figurative way to speak of the time 
allotted by God the Father for the earthly work of Jesus. During these hours no harm could come 
to Jesus and the disciples. They had to 
work before the night of Jesus’ passion. 

Day Two: Jesus is 
Risking His Life 
John 11:16 “Then Thomas, who is called 
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let 
us also go, that we may die with Him.” 

COMMENTARY: Church tradition says that 
Thomas was called the Twin because he 
looked like Jesus, putting him at special risk. If any among the disciples of Jesus were potential 
targets of persecution it would be the one who looked like Jesus. All Jews in those days had two 
names – one a Hebrew name by which a man was known in his own circle, the other a Greek name 
by which he was known in a wider circle. Thomas is the Hebrew and Didymus the Greek for a twin. 
Thomas was willing to go with Jesus even if it meant dying with Him. He made this commitment 
without much understanding of a promise of resurrection. 
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Day Three: Jesus is Still 
Working   
John 11:17-22 “So when Jesus came, He found that he had 
already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles away. And many of the Jews had 
joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them 
concerning their brother. Then Martha, as soon as she heard 
that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting 
in the house. Then Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been 
here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that 
whatever You ask of God, God will give You.” 

COMMENTARY: Jesus waited four days because He knew the 
Jewish superstition of that day that said a soul stayed near the 
grave for three days, hoping to return to the body. Therefore, it 
was accepted that after four days there was absolutely no hope 
of resuscitation. This was a large crowd, still present four days 
after Lazarus was buried. It was considered an important 
obligation to join with those who mourned the death of a near 
relative. Martha honestly stated her disappointment in Jesus’ 
late arrival. She believed that Jesus was able to heal her brother 
while he was sick yet still alive. It’s possible that she didn’t even 
consider that Jesus was able to raise Lazarus from the dead 
now. Martha was not confident that Jesus would raise her 
brother. Instead, she said that she would still trust Jesus despite 
this disappointment. This was a remarkable demonstration of 
faith, one that should be taken as an example.
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Questions:  

1. This week we looked at 
the idea that we have 
been given a wake up 
call. What do you feel 
like the spirit of God is 
telling you personally in 
this season? How can 
you spend more time 
with Him, grow in Him, 
forgive more, etc. 

2. Who are the people 
around you that need to 
hear about Jesus? Who 
is counting on you to 
introduce them to 
Jesus. 

3. Take some time and 
write down some plans 
and goals in sharing the 
gospel in 2021 and 
growing in your 
knowledge of Him.


