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Day One : Jesus is Arriving 
John 12:12-16 “The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that 
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried 
out: “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ The King of Israel!” Then 
Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
Behold, your King is coming, Sitting on a donkey’s colt.” His disciples did not understand these 
things at fi rst; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written 
about Him and that they had done these things to Him.” 

COMMENTARY: This was the large crowd that came for the greatest holidays of Judaism – 
Passover. Many of them came from Galilee. When they came, they came with lambs. Jewish law 
required that the Passover lamb live with the family for at least three days before sacrifice (Exodus 
12:3-6). When Jesus came and went into Jerusalem, lambs for sacrifice would surround him and 
everyone else. The many people (a great multitude) gathered 
for something that was like a patriotic parade. Palm 
branches were a symbol of Jewish nationalism since the 
time of the Maccabees. The crowd looked to Jesus as a 
political and national savior, but not so much as a spiritual 
savior. This large, enthusiastic crowd greeted Jesus with 
words from the Messianic Psalm 118:25-26. The cry 
Hosanna meant “save now,” and on this day the crowd 
received Jesus as a triumphant Messiah. Jesus did this both 
as a deliberate fulfi llment of prophecy (Zechariah 9:9) and 
as a demonstration of the character of His kingdom. It was a 
spiritual kingdom, not a military kingdom. He came in 
peace, not war. This shows that the crowd, in shouting “save 
now!” had in mind political salvation from the oppression of 
the Romans. Yet the Romans probably felt they had little to 
fear from a so-called king who came without armies or the 
accepted symbols of power. 
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Day Two: Jesus is Explaining 
Why He Must Die 
John 12:24-26 “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, 
and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there 
My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will 
honor.” 

COMMENTARY: Just as a seed will never become a plant 
unless it dies and is buried so the death and burial of Jesus was 
necessary to His glorification. Before there can be resurrection 
power and fruitfulness, there must be death. We are called to 
hate our life not in the sense that we disregard it, but in the 
sense that we freely give it up for God. Our life is precious to us, 
especially because it is something we can give to Jesus. To be a 
Christian is to serve Jesus, to follow Him. It doesn’t mean that 
you stop working your job or caring for your family or studying 
at school. It means you do all that as a servant of Jesus, a 
follower of Jesus. Jesus described the servant as one who 
wanted to be where Jesus is. This isn’t forced slavery where the 
servant wants to be free from the master. This is a chosen, 
willing service that simply wants to be close to the Master. This 
is a remarkable promise. The reward for serving Jesus is to 
receive honor from God the Father. This honor is both reward 
and recognition. 

Day Three: Jesus is Crying 
Out 
John 12:44-50 “Then Jesus cried out and said, “He who 
believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him who sent Me. And 
he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me. I have come as a light 
into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in 
darkness. And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I 
do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to 
save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive My 
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Questions:  

1. In the message Pastor 
Troy asked us “What do 
your actions say about 
what you believe?” Take a 
moment to think through 
that question. After you 
answer it then ask 
yourself, what do you 
believe that is making 
you act that way? 

2. This week’s message was 
to begin our belief with 
the foundation that we 
trust Jesus with our 
salvation, take some time 
to study some key verses 
and build your belief 
around this truth. (John 
3:16, Colossians 1:19-20, 
Romans 6:23, Ephesians 
2:8)
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words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. For I 
have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I 
should say and what I should speak. And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, 
whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.” 

COMMENTARY: These are the last words in John’s gospel from Jesus to the public. In this last 
speech to the multitude, Jesus emphasized the themes of all His previous preaching in John. It 
included a reminder of His teaching, a challenge to decide, a warning to those who decided 
against Him and a promise to those who decided for Him. Jesus emphasized His unity with God 
the Father. To believe in Jesus was to put faith in Him who sent Jesus, even more than it was to put 
faith in Jesus Himself. Jesus stressed His own truthfulness, and the need man has to follow Jesus – 
or else live in darkness. The incarnation wasn’t necessary if Jesus came only to judge. He didn’t 
need to add humanity to His deity to do that, but He did need to do it to rescue humanity. Yet, the 
word that I have spoken will judge Him – there are inescapable consequences for rejecting Jesus. 
Jesus stressed His own submission to God the Father. His authority was connected to His 
submission to God the Father. 
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