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Day One : Jesus is A Friend 
John 15:12-15 “This is My commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one 
than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. You are 
My friends if you do whatever I command you. No longer do 
I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things 
that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.” 

COMMENTARY: As Jesus spoke these words to the 
disciples as they stood in the upper room, having risen from 
the table, we sense the emphasis created by repetition. 
Jesus really cared that His disciples love one another, and 
that they do so according to the measure and quality of His 
love for them. His disciples, wearied at last with the constant 
repetition of the same words, asked him, Why he constantly 
said the same thing? Jesus described the measure and 
quality of His love for them, to use as a pattern for the way 
they should love each other. His love is complete and of 
surpassing greatness, laying down its life. Jesus descried the 
measure and quality of His love for them as a love that treats 
servants as friends. In the relationship between a disciple 
and his rabbi of that time, it wasn’t expected to be a 
friendship. Yet Jesus the rabbi called His disciples, His 
servants friends. In the thinking of the ancient world a slave 
could be a useful and trusted tool but could never be 
thought of as a partner. It was possible that a slave and a 
friend might be of similar help, but a friend could be a 
partner in the work in a way a slave never could. They were 
friends because they were obedient (though not perfectly so). Friendship with Jesus can’t be 
disconnected from obedience to His commands. They were friends because Jesus didn’t keep 
secrets from them, but openly revealed what He had received from God the Father. 
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Questions:  
1. In the message this week 

we talked about replacing 
DOING for ABIDING. How 
can you make time in your 
daily schedule to make 
abiding in God the first 
priority. If you need help 
with a quiet time you can 
visit our Journey website 
page for a help guide on 
having a quiet time   

2. Once you have made 
abiding a priority and had 
some time to make it a 
routine, I encourage you to 
set some goals and begin to 
include them in your 
prayers. Then journal how 
God made those goals 
happen or changed them to 
make better more fruitful 
goals.
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Day Two: Jesus is Hated 
John 15:18-20 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were 
of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you 
out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant 
is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My 
word, they will keep yours also.” 

COMMENTARY: Jesus told the disciples that the world would often hate them. As wonderful as 
Jesus was and His message was, they should expect to be rejected when Jesus departed, just was 
much as they were often opposed while 
Jesus was with them. The disciples 
Jesus spoke to that night would know 
the hatred of the world. They were 
persecuted and all of them died as 
martyrs in Jesus’ name, except for John 
— whom they tried to kill, but he 
miraculously would not die at their 
hands. Jesus hoped to comfort the 
disciples with the knowledge that the 
world’s hatred was first directed toward 
Him. Jesus attracted attention from 
great multitudes and devotion from 
individuals of all kinds; yet as a whole, 
the world hated Jesus. Jesus said this 
both as a fact and an explanation. This further explained why the world would hate the disciples 
of Jesus. It was also to be a factual description of the disciples – that in many ways they were 
different than the world. Jesus was mostly persecuted by the religious establishment, which 
mainly reflected the values and goals of the world in opposition to God. One may be religious 
and very much part of the world. 

Day Three: Jesus is Hated (part 2) 
John 15:21-25 “But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not 
know Him who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now 
they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among 
them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also 
hated both Me and My Father. But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written 
in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’” 
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COMMENTARY: If people do not know God as He really is, they often attack and persecute those 
who represent God in some way. This should cause sympathy in the persecuted for their 
persecutors. Because Jesus did come to and speak to the world, they knew something of God that 
they did not know before. This made them without excuse for hating and rejecting Jesus and His 
Father in heaven. Jesus did among them the works which no one else did, and they still hated and 
rejected Him. Jesus quoted this line from Psalm 69:4 (and possibly Psalm 35:19) to show the 
Scriptural precedent and prophetic fulfillment that there was no just cause for the world to hate 
Jesus and His Father as they did. As the disciples of Jesus expect some measure of hatred and 
rejection from the world, they should live in such a way that it is also without a cause. 
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https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Psalm+69.4&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Psalm+35.19&t=NKJV

