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Day One : Jesus 
Prays to be Glorified 
John 17:1-5 “After Jesus said this, he looked 
toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the hour 
has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son 
may glorify you. 2 For you granted him 
authority over all people that he might give 
eternal life to all those you have given him. 
3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on 
earth by finishing the work you gave me to 
do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your 

presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.” 

COMMENTARY: The Bible is filled with great prayers, but this prayer is by far the greatest 
recorded in the Bible. Many of the same concerns of what is commonly called the Lord’s Prayer are 
here in this prayer. The New Testament tells us that Jesus has an ongoing, present work of 
intercession for His people. This remarkable prayer is made with a heart and mind looking up 
towards heaven. Jesus made no mention of His problems or the decisions He must make. His 
heart and mind were fixed on the highest things, pledging Himself to the absolute fulfillment of 
God the Father’s will no matter what the cost, so that eternal life could come to others. Jesus 
prayed first for Himself, but His petition was not selfish. His concern for Himself was actually a 
concern for the glory of the Father. The Son can only glorify the Father if the Father first answers 
the prayer of the Son, “Glorify Your Son.” It is the cross that will glorify the Son. The cross was utter 
humiliation to the world, but it was an instrument of glorification in God’s eyes. This is an aspect of 
the foolishness and weakness of the cross. In its counter-intuitive work, the cross glorified Jesus 
the Son and displayed the wisdom and the power of God. Yet it also glorified God the Father, by 
displaying His wise plan and great sacrifice in giving the Son to do such a work. Jesus claimed to 
have authority over all flesh with the ability to give eternal life to mankind. This is a clear and 
startling claim to deity; no One but God could truthfully and knowingly make this claim. Jesus 
understood that He was and is the One who grants eternal life to those given to Him by the Father. 
Eternal life is found in an experiential knowledge of both God the Father and Jesus Christ, God 
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the Son. Jesus did not wait until His work on the cross to glorify 
God the Father. His entire life glorified God on the earth. Jesus, 
with divine confidence and assurance, saw the work on the 
cross as already finished. There was (of course) a sense in which 
the work was not finished; but since Jesus is the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world, there is a greater sense in 
which the work was already finished, completed in the heart 
and mind of God. Now it just had to be done. Jesus asked the 
Father to glorify Him, but with the same glory that the Father 
Himself has. Jesus’ prayer was in no way an expression of 
independence, but of utter and continued dependence upon 
God the Father. Jesus was aware of His pre-existence, and of 
the nature of that pre-existence. Jesus understood there was a 
time in eternity past when God the Son and God the Father 
enjoyed a shared glory. 

Day Two: Jesus Prays for His 
Disciples 
John 17:6-19 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave 
me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me 
and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave 
them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They 
knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed 
that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the 
world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All 
I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to 
me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but 
they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave 
me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with 
them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you 
gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to 

destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things 
while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have 
given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I 
am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them 
from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; 
your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I 
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.” 
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Questions:  

1. Have you ever 
thought about the 
fact that Jesus 
thought so much of 
oneness that He 
made that His 
prayer for you and 
me? Take a moment 
and reflect on the 
question, What is 
oneness to you? 
What is real unity? 
How can you help 
create unity by your 
actions?   

2. What are some 
practical things you 
can do and actions 
you can take to create 
unity in your circle, 
your neighborhood, 
and your church?
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COMMENTARY: Jesus thought about the three or so years of ministry and teaching with His 
chosen disciples, and summarized it with this phrase. It indicates that Jesus did not simply teach 
about the name (character) of God, He manifested (displayed) that character. Jesus chose His 
disciples after a night of prayer, expressing His total dependence upon God the Father in the 
choosing of the men. Truly, it could be said that God the Father gave these men to Jesus, and gave 
them out of the world. Here is another hint at the workings of the Persons of the Trinity in what 
could be called a division of labor. There was some sense in which the disciples first belonged to 
God the Father, then were given to God the Son. One might say that Jesus generously judged His 
disciples; but He saw a genuine work of God in them. For all their failures and faults, they had kept 
God’s word. Jesus plainly told His disciples this shortly before and in the more distant past. Jesus 
did or said nothing on His own initiative, but did and said all in complete dependence upon His 
God and Father. The disciples obviously did not understand everything about Jesus and His work, 
but at this point they were convinced of Divine origin of Jesus and His teaching. One might say 
that in these few verses, Jesus looked at salvation from two points of view. Each perspective is true 
from its point of view. Jesus specifically had His disciples in mind in this prayer. He did not pray in 
a general sense for the world; instead, Jesus prayed for the disciples who would carry His 
message of love and redemption to the world. One might say that this has in mind more than 
simply the eleven disciples, but also those who would believe on their testimony. Jesus had 
special focus upon them in prayer because He knew those disciples belonged to the Father (for 
they are Yours). Jesus already spoke of the shared glory between God the Father and God the 
Son. Here He spoke of their shared role in the life of the redeemed, that believers belong to both 
God the Father and God the Son. In a sense, this is what it means to be a believer, to be born 
again, to be a true follower of Jesus Christ – to have Him glorified in us. Jesus does not merely 
want to dwell in or live in the believer, but to be glorified in them. Jesus prayed this entire prayer 
with His soon departure in mind. He realized that He would no longer remain in the world, but His 
disciples would. They 
therefore needed 
special prayer. This was 
not a phrase used to 
focus Jesus’ thoughts as 
He prayed, so that He 
might be conscious of 
praying in the presence 
of His Father. This was 
His recognition that His 
work on earth was 
almost done, and He 
was on His way to 
heaven. The disciples 
needed the prayer of 
Jesus and the power of 
God the Father to keep 
them. The keeping work 
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of God the Father in the disciples would not only keep them in Him, but it would also keep them 
together. Jesus prayed that they would be one, and one after the pattern of the unity of God the 
Father and God the Son (that they may be one as We are). Jesus thought back over His three years 
of service with and unto the apostolic band. During that time He protected and guided them; He 
kept them. That keeping work Jesus did in the name of His Father, with His authority and power 
and according to His will. There was one exception to Jesus’ work in keeping the disciples, Judas. 
This was because in fulfillment of the Scriptures; Judas was the son of perdition, the one destined 
to evil and destruction. The treachery and treason of Ahithophel against King David was a 
prophesy of the treachery and treason of Judas against the Son of David. He prayed this prayer in 
full recognition of the soon accomplishment of His earthly work. Jesus prayed not only for the 
keeping of and the unity of His disciples, as if He only longed to leave behind good employees. 
He deeply cared for and prayed for joy fulfilled in their life. Specifically, Jesus prayed for His own 
joy to be fulfilled in His life. Jesus faithfully delivered the word from God the Father unto His own 
disciples. Even Jesus saw Himself as a messenger. This prayer of Jesus cautions us against seeking 
refuge in Christian isolation; in modern day monasteries. Our goal is to be in the world but not of 
it or of the evil one; even as a ship is to be in the ocean, but not allowing the ocean to be in the 
ship. Jesus definitely wanted us to be in the world, but He did not want us to be evil, or marked by 
the evil one. Jesus didn’t pray that we would be taken out of the battle, but that we would be 
strengthened and protected in it. Because Jesus could see His disciples as in Him, He could see 
them as not of the world, even as Jesus was not of the world. His call to His disciples was for them 
to be what they really were in Him. Sanctify means to be set apart for God’s special pleasure and 
use. It implies holiness, being set apart from the corruption of the world and for God’s use. The 
dynamic behind sanctification is truth. The word of God read, heard, understood and applied. The 
thought of service is sandwiched by sanctification. The sanctification Jesus had in mind here was 
not primarily personal holiness (though that is included), but more so being set apart for God’s 
service and mission. One should not think that Jesus was unsanctified up to this point. Yet now He 
was about to enter a new aspect of being set aside for God the Father and His purpose: to 
complete the work of the cross. It was through that finished work that the word of God and work of 
God would become fully effective in the lives of the disciples (that they also may be sanctified by 
the truth).

 4


