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Day One: Jesus Protects The Disciples 
John 18:1-14 “When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron 
Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. 2 Now Judas, 
who betrayed him, knew the place, because 
Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 
3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a 
detachment of soldiers and some officials from 
the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were 
carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 
4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen 
to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it 
you want?” 5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor 
was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus 
said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the 
ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you 
want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 8 Jesus 
answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 9 This 
happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you 
gave me.” 10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, 
cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your 
sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?” 12 Then the detachment of soldiers 
with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him 
first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the 
one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people.” 

COMMENTARY: When Jesus went from the city of Jerusalem, and crossed the Brook Kidron. This 
small stream was the drainage from the temple, and would be reddish from the blood of 
thousands of Passover lambs. This would have been a vivid reminder to Jesus of His soon sacrifice. 
John did not name this as the Garden of Gethsemane, but the other Gospel writers did. Jesus 
often met there with His disciples, perhaps to sleep for the night under the shelter of the olive 
trees or in a nearby cave. Judas came to the garden with team of soldiers to seize and arrest Jesus. 
He led both a detachment of troops (a large number of Roman soldiers), and officers from the 
temple security force. Why they came with such force is not directly answered; the religious 
leaders or the Romans must have expected or feared some kind of battle or conflict. Judas hoped 
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to catch Jesus by surprise, but this was impossible. Jesus’ entire 
life was prepared for this hour, and He was ready for it. Taking 
the lead, Jesus said this for at least two reasons. He wanted any 
potential violence to be directed to Him and not to His 
disciples, so He wanted to identify Himself. Jesus also wanted 
Judas and the detachment of troops to announce their evil 
intention. When Jesus declared His divine identity Judas and 
soldiers all fell back. There was such a display of divine 
presence, majesty, and power in those two words that the 
enemies of Jesus were powerless to stand against Him. Jesus 
didn’t want the soldiers to panic and injure the disciples. Jesus 
called their attention back to Him, and asked them again a 
question they were probably hesitant to answer. Jesus willingly 
gave Himself up to protect His disciples. It also shows why 
Jesus knocked the soldiers to the ground; the show of power 
was to protect the disciples, not Jesus Himself. 

Day Two: Jesus is A King of 
Another Kingdom 
John 18:28-40 “Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from 
Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was 
early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did 
not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the 
Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What 
charges are you bringing against this man?” 30 “If he were not a 

criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.” 31 Pilate said, “Take him 
yourselves and judge him by your own law.” “But we have no right to execute anyone,” they 
objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to 
die. 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king 
of the Jews?” 34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 35 “Am I 
a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What is it you 
have done?” 36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to 
prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 37 “You are a 
king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born 
and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 
38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, 
“I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one 
prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 40 They 
shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in an uprising.” 
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Questions:  

1. Paul says when we 
are IN Christ, we are 
made new and the 
old is gone. What does 
that mean to you? How 
can we be NEW when 
we have moments 
where we act like our 
old selves?    

2. At the end of the 
message we were 
encouraged to find 
something to put on 
repeat to battle our 
thoughts of shame and 
guilt. I encourage you 
to memorize 1 John 4:4 
and find a few more 
verses that you can put 
on repeat.
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COMMENTARY: After interrogation, Annas sent Jesus to Caiaphas for a trial in two parts. The first 
was a hastily gathered assembly of the council. The second was the official, daylight meeting of 
the Sanhedrin. They refused to break relatively small commands regarding ceremonial defilement, 
but broke much greater commands in rejecting God’s Messiah and condemning an innocent Man 
to death. The religious leaders had reason to expect a favorable result as they brought Jesus to the 
Roman governor Pontius Pilate. Secular history presents Pilate as a cruel, ruthless man, completely 
insensitive to the moral feelings of others. Consistent with Roman character, Pilate spoke directly 
to the matter at hand. Pilate responded to their evasion by telling them to resolve the matter 
themselves. Without yet answering Pilates demand for a specific accusation, the religious leaders 
explained why they did not want to judge Him according to their own law. They wanted Jesus 
dead, and the Romans did not allow them to execute the guilty under their own law. Their demand 
that Jesus die a Roman death of crucifixion would fulfill Jesus’ own words. If the Jews had put 
Jesus to death, He would have been stoned to death and this prophecy about the manner of His 
death would not have been fulfilled. John combined two appearances of Jesus before Pilate, 
separated by an appearance of Jesus before Herod Antipas. Pilate hoped to give this problem to 
Herod because he ruled over Galilee, where Jesus was from. Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate, and 
this is the likely start of the second appearance. Pilate simply understood that if the religious 
leaders wanted Jesus dead, He must have done something wrong and he wanted to find out what 
that was. Jesus plainly told Pilate that He was a king and could say, My kingdom. He also plainly 
told Pilate that His kingdom was not a rival political kingdom; it was and is not of this world. We 
may imagine that Pilate was relieved and satisfied to hear that the kingdom of Jesus was not from 
here. Pilate may have concluded that Rome therefore had nothing to fear from Jesus and His 
kingdom. This was the statement that interested Pilate. He didn’t mind religious leaders among the 
Jews, even crazy ones, as long as they kept the peace and did not challenge the rule of Rome. A 
rival king might challenge, and Pilate wanted to investigate this. Jesus did not deny that He was a 
king. Pilate’s cynical question showed he thought Jesus claim to be a King of Truth was foolish. 
Probably, Pilate did not mean that there was no truth, but that there was no truth in the kind of 
spiritual kingdom Jesus represented. For Pilate, soldiers and armies were truth, Rome was truth, 
Caesar was truth, and political power was truth. Pilate spoke to the religious leaders who wanted 
Jesus dead and clearly told them that Jesus was not guilty. Pilate went far beyond saying that 
Jesus was not guilty of a crime worthy of death; he found no fault in Him at all. Pilate knew Jesus 
was innocent. Judging there was something different – and innocent – about Jesus, Pilate hoped 
this custom of releasing a prisoner might help deliver this Man whom Pilate knew was innocent. 
Pilate phrased the question this way to appeal to the Jewish crowd. He thought they would want a 
Man named as their own King to be spared death by crucifixion. The crowd rejected Jesus and 
chose Barabbas instead. Pilate hoped they would spare Jesus, but the crowd instead condemned 
Him. If anyone knew what it meant that Jesus died in his place, it was Barabbas. He was a terrorist 
and a murderer, yet he was set free while Jesus was crucified. The cross Jesus hung upon was 
probably originally intended for Barabbas.
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