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Day One: Jesus 
Has Been Taken 
John 20:1-10 “Early on the first day of 
the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from 
the entrance. 2 So she came running to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one Jesus loved, and said, “They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
don’t know where they have put him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started 
for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over 

and looked in at the strips of linen lying 
there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the 
tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around 
Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, 
who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not 
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to 
where they were staying.” 

COMMENTARY: Jesus was crucified on Friday (or on Thursday by some accounts). After His 
entombment, the tomb was sealed and guarded by Roman soldiers. The tomb stayed sealed and 
guarded until discovered on the first day of the week… early, while it was still dark. Other gospels 
explain Mary was not the only woman to come to the tomb that morning (at least three other 
women accompanied her). Mary was the one who ran back and told the disciples about the empty 
tomb, so John mentions her. When she saw the empty tomb, Mary’s first reaction was to think the 
body of Jesus was stolen. She wasn’t wishing for or anticipating the resurrection of Jesus, and she 
certainly did not imagine it out of hope. Peter and John heard the news from Mary and 
immediately started for the tomb. In keeping with the author’s humility, John did not refer to 
himself directly, but only as the other disciple. John was humble enough to avoid the mention of 
his own name, but competitive enough to tell us that he outran Peter to the tomb. Arriving first at 
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the tomb, John was looking in (the ancient Greek word 
blepei meaning “to clearly see a material object”), and he 
saw the grave wrappings of Jesus still in the tomb (saw the 
linen cloths lying there). John clearly saw this, and there was 
no mistake about what he saw. Whatever ever kept John 
from going in didn’t stop Peter. When he finally arrived he 
immediately went into the tomb. This action-oriented 
impulsiveness was characteristic of Peter. John wanted to 
stop and think about it but Peter went right in. Going in, 
Peter then saw (the ancient Greek word theorei meaning “to 
contemplate, observe, scrutinize”) that the cloths were still 
orderly and neat. It looked as if the body evaporated out of 
the burial wrappings without disturbing their place. After 
Peter went into the tomb John also went in. He then saw (the 
ancient Greek word eiden meaning, “to understand, to 
perceive the significance of”) and then John believed. The 
distinctive arrangement of the burial wrappings convinced 
him. At this point Peter and John were persuaded of the fact 
of the resurrection; they believed. Yet because they did not 
know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead, 
they did not understand the meaning of the resurrection.  

Day Two: Jesus Was 
Standing Here 
John 20:11-18 “Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As 
she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two 
angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at 
the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, 
“Woman, why are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord 
away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 
14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 
but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15 He asked her, 
“Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will 
get him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” 
(which means “Teacher”). 17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
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Questions:  

1. We mentioned that in 
our culture today we 
used the words Hope, 
Faith, and Believe as if 
they mean the same 
thing. After listening to 
the message and 
receiving a clear 
declaration of the 
difference— how hope is 
turned to faith by 
promise and faith is 
turned to belief by 
fulfilled promise— ask 
yourself this questions, 
DO YOU BELIEVE IN 
GOD AND WHAT THE 
BIBLE SAYS?      

2. Pastor Troy said that we 
can have confidence in 
the Bible because the 
Bible is a reliable 
collection of documents 
written by eye 
witnesses during the 
lifetime of other 
witnesses. Take some 
time to memorize that 
statement.
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my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the 
Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.” 

COMMENTARY: Peter and John examined the evidence of the empty tomb and John was 
persuaded that Jesus rose from the dead, though he did not yet understand the meaning of it all. 
Mary did not yet have the confidence that Jesus was resurrected, so she wept. Mary wanted to see 
what Peter and John saw, so she made her own examination. Yet in the moment between their 
examination and Mary’s, something was different in the tomb. Mary didn’t notice the burial 
wrappings and their curious arrangement; now there were two angels in the tomb. Mary didn’t 
seem to react with shock or fear; she probably did not immediately perceive that they were 
angels. Mary wasn’t thinking or dreaming that Jesus was alive. She believed He was still dead, and 
only wanted to know where He was so she could do the final work of preparing His body for 
burial. This is more evidence that she didn’t notice the burial cloths because of the angels. Mary 
wondered and worried about where Jesus was, but He wasn’t far away. Mary certainly knew who 
Jesus was, and it was strange that she did not immediately recognize Him. Some think it was 
because she was emotionally distressed and had tears in her eyes. Others speculate it was 
because Jesus looked somewhat different, retaining at least some of the marks of His suffering. 
Jesus did not immediately reveal Himself to Mary. It wasn’t to play some trick on her; it was to 
break through her unbelief and forgetfulness of Jesus’ promise of resurrection. Jesus had only to 
say one word, and all was explained. She heard in the name and the tone the voice of her beloved 
Messiah, and instantly called Him Rabboni. Some confusion has come regarding what Jesus 
meant, mostly owing to the phrasing of this in the older King James Version: Touch me not. Some 
think Jesus told Mary not to touch Him in any way, as if her contact would somehow defile Him. Yet 
the sense is that Mary immediately held on to Jesus and did not want to let Him go. Jesus made a 
woman the first witness of His resurrection. The law courts of that day would not recognize the 
testimony of a woman, but Jesus did. Jesus did not say, Our Father and God, and therefore 
pointed out a difference between His relationship with God and the disciples’ relationship with 
God. The One enthroned in the heavens is certainly their Father and God, but not in the identical 
way that He is Father and God to Jesus.
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