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Day One: Jesus Appears Again 
John 21:1-6 “Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened 
this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons 
of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told 
them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 
they caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not 
realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they 
answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When 
they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.” 

COMMENTARY: John recorded another of the several appearances of the resurrected Jesus to 
His disciples. This appearance took place in the Galilee region (at the Sea of Tiberias). Matthew 
28:16 also records an appearance of the resurrected Jesus to His disciples in Galilee. Once again 
Peter was at the top of a list of the disciples. This time he was among seven who joined him in 
fishing at the Sea of Galilee. Some believe that Peter was wrong to go fishing, and that this was a 
compromised return to a former occupation. Others believe Peter disobeyed no command of 
Jesus and was simply wise and practical. In the end, only the attitude of Peter’s heart could 
determine if he was disobedient to go back to fishing. They fished through the night and had no 
success. Whether their motives were 
good or bad, that night they caught 
nothing. The previous three 
resurrection appearances in John’s 
Gospel were each unexpected. This 
also seemed to be unexpected; the 
disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. Jesus spoke to His disciples 
with a common greeting that 
working men used amongst 
themselves. Yet He also made them 
explain an unsuccessful night of 
fishing, causing them to answer Him 
no. Jesus made a strange 
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suggestion to His disciples. There was no logical reason why 
fishing in the morning light would be better than fishing at 
night. There was no reason why fishing on one side of the 
boat would be better than the other side. It wasn’t even 
directly a test of trust in Jesus, because they did not know it 
was Him until the fish were caught. This was probably a test 
of their ability to find the guidance of God in small and 
unsuspected ways – such as a stranger calling out fishing 
instructions from the shore. The disciples did as the Man on 
the shore asked and were successful beyond expectation. 
This shows a difference between doing work without Divine 
guidance and with Divine guidance. 

Day Two: Jesus Makes 
Breakfast 
John 20:7-17 “Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to 
Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, 
“It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him 
(for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The 
other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of 
fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 
9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there 
with fish on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring 
some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter 
climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It 
was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, 
“Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it 
was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 
more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that 
I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” 
He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” 

COMMENTARY: John reached the tomb before Peter and recognized the fact of Jesus’ 
resurrection before Peter. Here John also recognized the identity of the stranger on the shore 
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Questions:  

1. We mentioned that this 
entire series comes to a 
close with the simple 
invitation to FOLLOW 
Jesus. Take some time 
and ask yourself what 
does it mean to follow 
Jesus. What practical 
steps can you take NOW 
to begin following Him. 
(Bible, prayer, church, 
serving, etc.)      

2. Pastor Troy mentioned 
that following Jesus 
will cost us something. 
What is the most difficult 
thing that following Jesus 
will call for you to give 
up? What is stopping 
you? Now go and give it 
up.
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before Peter did. John knew that anything this wonderful had to come from Jesus. John was first in 
recognition, but Peter would be first in devotion. He threw on his outer garment and threw himself 
into the water to reach Jesus as soon as possible. The boat couldn’t move quickly enough for 
Peter, and he didn’t want John to be first again. The other disciples followed, doing the hard work 
of bringing the net full of fish with them. When the disciples came to shore – including a wet Peter 
– they noticed that the resurrected Jesus was still a humble servant. He took the trouble to prepare 
a fire and cook the food for His disciples. The order of events shows that Jesus had food for them 
before the great catch of fish were brought it. What they caught added to the menu; it did not 
make it. Peter took the initiative and dragged the heavy net all by himself. The net was not broken 
and held a large catch of 153 fish. Through the centuries there have been many attempts to 
explain why the number was 153. We are again impressed at the servant nature of Jesus, even in 
His resurrection. Jesus is often seen eating with His disciples after His resurrection. This is a picture 
of intimate, friendly fellowship. After their breakfast Jesus spoke directly to Peter. Jesus had 
already met with Peter individually on the day of His resurrection. We can only wonder at what 
Jesus and Peter talked about at that first meeting. Nevertheless, it was still important for Jesus to 
restore Peter in the presence of the other disciples. Jesus addressed the leader among the 
disciples as Simon, not as Peter. This perhaps was a subtle reminder that he had not stood as a 
rock in faithfulness to Jesus. Jesus asked Peter to compare his love for Jesus to the love that the 
other disciples had for Jesus. Before he denied Jesus three times Peter claimed to love Jesus 
more than the other disciples did. Jesus wanted to know if Peter still had a proud estimation of his 
love and devotion to Jesus. asked the question twice using the word agapas, which in its Biblical 
usage often speaks of an all giving, uncaused, unselfish love. Peter answered Jesus using the word 
philio, which in Biblical usage sometimes has in mind a more reciprocal love, a friendly affection. 
Some translations express Peter’s answer as, “I am your friend.” After Jesus asked and Peter 
answered, Jesus twice gave Peter an instruction regarding how he should act towards God’s 
people. The idea was that Peter could demonstrate his claimed love for Jesus by feeding Jesus’ 
lambs and by tending Jesus’ sheep. Jesus emphasized that they were His sheep, not Peter’s. The 
two previous questions Jesus asked Peter in the presence of the other disciples were not enough 
to accomplish what Jesus’ wanted to do in the life of Peter. Jesus had to ask him the third time. 
Peter understood the significance of the question being asked the third time. It was a plain 
reminder of his previous three-time denial. The third time Jesus slightly changed His question. He 
asked Peter if he did in fact have a brotherly love, a friendly devotion to Jesus (phileis). Peter did 
believe that he loved Jesus (using the word philio), yet he relied on Jesus’ own knowledge of all 
things. Peter understood that Jesus knew him better than he knew himself. Jesus restored Peter in 
the presence of the other disciples by causing him to face squarely his point of failure; then Jesus 
challenged Peter to set his eyes on the work ahead. 
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