
STUDY GUIDE November 15, 2020

Day One : Jesus is 
Offensive 
John 6:60-64 “Therefore many of His 
disciples, when they heard this, said, “This 
is a hard saying; who can understand it?” 
When Jesus knew in Himself that His 
disciples complained about this, He said 
to them, “Does this offend you? What then 
if you should see the Son of Man ascend 
where He was before? It is the Spirit who 
gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The 
words that I speak to you are spirit, and 
they are life. But there are some of you 
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from 
the beginning who they were who did not 
believe, and who would betray Him.” 
COMMENTARY: “This” refers to that which is hard to accept, not to what is hard to understand. No 
doubt, these disciples (disciples in the broad sense, not the narrower sense) found Jesus’ words 
somewhat mysterious, but it was the parts they did understand that were really disturbing. Jesus 
understood the offense many of His listeners took at His teaching, yet He didn’t change the 
teaching or feel it was His fault. Jesus didn’t preach just to please His audience. If that was His 
concern, He would have instantly taken back what was just said, seeing His audience was 
offended. Jesus didn’t take it back. He challenged and confronted them even more. Jesus 
essentially said, “If all this has offended you, what will you think when you see Me in glory, and 
have to answer to Me in judgment?” Better to be offended now and to get over it, than to be 
offended on that day. This could well be the theme statement for this whole discourse of Jesus. He 
continually called them and us to put heart and focus on spiritual realities, not material things. 
Because Jesus is God, He had the divine prerogative to know the heart of man. Yet it is entirely 
possible that Jesus knew this simply as a Man submitted to the Father and gifted by the Holy Spirit. 
He was never deceived by a false faith, nor by the one who would betray Him. 
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Day Two: Jesus is Abandoned 
John 6:65-66 “And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that 
no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by 
My Father.” From that time many of His disciples went back 
and walked with Him no more.” 

COMMENTARY: Jesus rebuked their own material and 
earthly motivations for following Him. If they did not seek Him 
by the Spirit instead of seeking Him for food and a kingdom, 
then they had not come to Him at all. Perhaps they followed 
Him halfway around the Sea of Galilee, but they did not truly 
come to Jesus until they came in the sense of believing in 
Him, trusting Him, loving Him. Once Jesus effectively 
discouraged every material and earthly motive for following 
Him, many stopped following. 

Day Three: Jesus is Betrayed 
John 6:70-71 “ Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, 
the twelve, and one of you is a devil?” He spoke of Judas 
Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray Him, 
being one of the twelve.” 

COMMENTARY: Jesus did in fact, choose the twelve 
disciples. Yet one among whom He chose was like a devil – 
and would betray Him. The simple, spiritual devotion of the 
disciples to Jesus made the contrast of Judas’ apostasy that 
much more horrible. Though many walk away and some may 
even betray Jesus, it should not change the faith or the walk 
of the true follower of Jesus Christ. 

Questions: 

1. Is there something hard that Jesus said that makes you uncomfortable and that 
you have a difficult time following? Have you created a line with Jesus? If so ask 
yourself WHY is that such a difficult thing for you to accept. 

2. How can we arrive at a place where we can receive ALL the sayings if Jesus? If it 
relies on who we believe Him to be, ask yourself WHO do YOU believe Jesus to 
be?
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When Jesus asked His 
closest disciples if they 
were going to leave Him 
too, Simon Peter 
responded based on 
who he believed Jesus 
to be: 

•He recognized Jesus as Lord 
•He recognized Jesus as the 
preferred alternative, despite 
the difficulties. 
•He recognized the value of 
spiritual things, more than the 
material and earthly desires of 
those who walked away (the 
words of eternal life). 
•He recognized Jesus as 
Messiah (the Christ) and God 
(Son of the living God). 


