
STUDY GUIDE November 8, 2020

Day One : Jesus is 
Walking on Water 
John 6:16-24 “ When evening came, 
his disciples went down to the lake, 
17 where they got into a boat and set off 
across the lake for Capernaum. By now 
it was dark, and Jesus had not yet 
joined them. 18 A strong wind was 
blowing and the waters grew rough. 
19 When they had rowed about three or 
four miles, they saw Jesus approaching 
the boat, walking on the water; and 
they were frightened. 20 But he said to 
them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 21 Then 
they were willing to take him into the 
boat, and immediately the boat 
reached the shore where they were 
heading. 22 The next day the crowd that 
had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized that only one boat had been there, and that 
Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but that they had gone away alone. 23 Then some boats 
from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had 
given thanks. 24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got 
into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.” 

COMMENTARY: Matthew and Mark tell us that Jesus made His disciples get into the boat. They 
set off across the Sea of Galilee because Jesus told them to do it. Several of the disciples were 
fishermen, all accustomed to fishing on this very lake. When they got into the boat, the thought of 
rowing across the lake at night did not concern them. The wind alone was bad enough, but the 
wind also whipped up the waters, making for troublesome seas. The Sea of Galilee was and is well 
known for its sudden, violent wind storms that quickly make the lake dangerous. In the first storm 
upon the Sea of Galilee the disciples were terrified. In the beginning of the second storm they 
were more frustrated than afraid. Jesus told them to row across the lake and despite their hard 
work, they seemed to make little progress. This happened in the fourth watch of the night, 
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sometime between three and six in the morning. So, they 
rowed hard for perhaps six to eight hours, and had only 
come a little more than half way across the lake. They were 
in this place of frustration at the will of Jesus, doing exactly 
what He told them to do. Jesus also gave them reasons 
and reminders to trust His supernatural help. Undoubtedly, 
they took with them at least some of the twelve baskets of 
leftover bread, yet they were still shocked when the 
supernatural help came to them on the sea. The implication 
was that Jesus would not come unless He was willingly 
received. Even walking on the Sea of Galilee, Jesus waited 
to be welcomed by His disciples. Such a remarkable 
miracle was helpful for the disciples, especially because 
Jesus had just refused an offer to be recognized as a King 
Messiah. This assured them that He was full of divine power 
even though He did not claim a throne according to 
popular expectation and opinion. 

WHAT IT MEANS FOR 
JESUS TO BE KING: 
(1) A change in one's allegiance. If Christ is the King, He 
deserves our honor, loyalty, and obedience. We put 
ourselves under His authority and power. Whatever He 
says, we determine to do. That's the point of the oft-
repeated lines in the Lord's Prayer, "Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven" (Matt. 6:10). 
Kingdom people submit their own will to the will of the 
King.  

(2) A change in one's expectations. One of the 
difficulties people have with the idea of a kingdom is that it 
doesn't appear to be in place yet. The world seems to grow 
father away from God by the day. As a result, it's easy to 
live for the here and now, as if this present life is all that 
matters. But the hope of the kingdom is that there is far 

more to life than what we see right now. Jesus made extraordinary promises in regard to a future 
kingdom, not only for Israel, but for all who follow Him as King. The kingdom may not yet be 
fulfi lled completely, but it has been established and will last forever (6:13).  

(3) A change in one's values. Our culture values achievement, success, independence, and 
image. Other cultures value other qualities. But the values of the kingdom reflect what matters to 
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Questions: 
1. As you look 
subjectively at your values 
and day-to-day living. Is 
Christ your king or does 
seem more like you are 
wearing the crown? 

2. Review the 5 changes 
you find when putting 
Christ as King, and start 
evaluating changes you 
can make to allow Jesus 
to be KING.  

(5 Changes are listed in this 
study guide) 
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the King. Jesus described a number of His values in Matthew 5:3-10, a section of the Sermon on 
the Mount known as the Beatitudes (or, as some call them, the "beautiful attitudes"). Kingdom 
people adopt the King's values and make choices that reflect those values  

(4) A change in one's priorities. The real test of people's values is how they spend their time and 
money. Jesus spoke directly to that issue in terms of the kingdom (6:24-34). He did not demean 
the value of work or diminish the need for material goods. But He challenged His followers to 
bring kingdom values into their day-to-day lives. "Seeking first the kingdom" (6:33) puts a 
Christlike perspective on one's work and its outcomes.  

(5) A change in one's lifelong mission. Some people are driven to accomplish great tasks with 
their lives. Others live aimlessly from day to day, lacking purpose or direction. Either way, Jesus 
affects the outlook of a person's life. He gives His followers purpose and a mission. To live as 
subjects of the kingdom and promote kingdom values in everyday life and work. Ultimately, He 
wants His followers to extend His message to the ends of the earth, so that all people have the 
opportunity to give their allegiance to Him as their Savior and King (28:18-20).  
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